Don Clavin

Pool Alarms,
What You Need
To Know

Under a town law passed on
September 16, 2008, all swimming pools installed or maintained in unincorporated areas
of Hempstead Town must
have a pool alarm. The alarm
must be capable of detecting
a child entering the water, and
an 85-plus-decibel warning
must sound within 20 seconds
poolside and at another
location at the premises.

Supervisor

A Guide to Pool Safety
from

Every parent, grandparent
and friend to a child should
be aware of life saving
pool safety information.
You can protect your loved
ones, and enjoy a safe
summer while minimizing
the hazards of neighborA Safe Pool Is
hood swimming pools.
Among safeguards against A Fun Pool!
accidental drowning, a
pool alarm is one of the most important. Over the past few years
accidental drownings have occurred in our area, and properly
installed pool alarms might have prevented some of these
tragedies. You can protect your loved ones and enjoy a safe
summer in and around your pool.

Pool Alarms
Save Lives

POOL SAFETY TIPS

POOL SAFETY TIPS

• Pools are required to have physical barriers to restrict
access. A five-foot (minimum) non-climbable fence with a
self-closing and self-latching gate (equipped with lock) must
be installed around pools. Call the town’s Building Department
at 516-801-5642 for additional details.

Pool alarms are an important part of keeping people safe at
your pool, but there are a host of safety tips of which you should
be aware:

(continued from inside)

• If your house forms one side of the barrier for the pool, doors
leading from the house to the pool must be protected with
alarms that produce an audible sound when a door is opened.
A power safety cover – a motor-powered barrier that can be
placed over the water area – can be used as an alternative to
door alarms.
• After children are done swimming, secure the pool so that
they cannot get back in.
• A rope and float line should be placed across the pool,
alerting swimmers to the separation of the deep end from
the shallow end of the pool.
• Call Hempstead Town’s Building Department at
516-801-5642 to learn about obtaining a pool permit and the
requirements designed to keep your family pool safe!
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• Never leave a child alone or out of your eyesight in or near
the pool, spa or hot tub.
• If a child is missing, always look in the pool first. Seconds
count!
• Steps and ladders to an above-ground pool should be
secured and locked or removed from the pool when they are
not in use.
• Do not place objects (e.g., chairs or tables) near the pool,
spa, hot tub, fence or barrier that could allow a youngster
to climb over.
• Keep toys away from the pool, spa or hot tub. Remove all
toys from the pool after use so children are not tempted
to reach for them later.
• If you use a pool, spa or hot tub cover, always completely
remove the cover before using your pool, spa or hot tub
to avoid the possibility of anyone being trapped under the
cover.
• Never use a pool or spa with a missing or broken drain
cover. Be sure a newer, safer drain cover is in place. The
new drain covers are usually dome-shaped instead of the
old flat drain covers.
• Keep rescue equipment by the pool. Keep a phone with
emergency numbers near the pool.
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